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Summary The Kirishitan Bunko Library’s collection of primary historical sources on the
early Christian mission in Japan is one of the finest in the world.  Fr. Johannes
Laures, S.J., founder of the Kirishitan Bunko Library, published the Kirishitan
Bunko: A Manual of Books and Documents on the Early Christian Mission in
Japan in 1957 (Third, Revised and Enlarged edition). Forty-five years after,
our Project Team started to produce a new "electronic catalogue” of Laures’
Kirishitan Bunko, including high-quality digital images of the frontispieces of
the rare books, maps, and artifacts etc. More accurately we are making a
"virtual library™. The purpose of this database is to make available for the
first time in electronic form a fully revised and updated version of this
important catalogue of rare books: the Kirishitan Bunko. In addition to these
technological advances this database also covers the fascinating story of how
the early Jesuit missionaries employed the cultural and religious interaction
with Japanese civilization.
Now we have the opportunity of presenting part of our work, so we will enter
into this database for practice and explain the general content and the research
functions and how to use them. Let us show you some of the advantages of
this computerized database system, doing a brief demonstration, mainly the
method of combining the boxes for searching and the virtual library.
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<bibl id="]L-1632-KB9-410-272">

<author key="TOR099">0Orazio Torsellini</author>

<editor role="translator” key="FITT4Q">Thomas Fitzherbert</editor>

<title lang="ENG">The admirable life of S. <name type="person" key="XAVF52">Francis Xavier</name>.
Divided into VI. bookes. Written in Latin by Father <name type="person” key="TOR099">Horatius
Tursellinus</name> of the Society of Jesus and translated into English by <name type="person"
key="FITT40">T. F.</name> Printed at <name type="place" key="Paris">Paris</name>. Anno Dom. <date
notBefore="1632-01-01" notAfter="1632-12-31">M. DC. XXXII</date>.</title>

<imprint>

<pubPlace>Paris [i.e. St. Omer]</pubPlace>
<publisher>[English College Press]</publisher>
<date>1632</date>

</imprint>

<msDescription>

<msIdentifier>

<countrys>Japan</country>

<settlement>Tokyo HH</settlement>

<repository>Kirishitan Bunko, Sophia University LEX#+1 4 X[E</repository>
<idno>KB 525-T069-~1</idno>

</msIdentifier>

<physDesc>

<form-

<p>quarto</p>

</form>

<extent>12 ffnc., 616 pp.</extent>
</physDesc>

</msDescriptions>

<note>

<p>This is the first edition in English of <name type="person" key="TOR099">Torsellini</name>'s <ref
type="bibl" target="]L-1594-KB1-218-127"><hi rend="italic">De Vita Francisci Xaverii</hi></ref>
(<date notBefore="1594-01-01" notAfter="1594-12-31">1594</date>). It was published by English
College Press, at <name type="place" key="StOmer">Saint Omer</name>'s in <name type="place"
key="France">France</name>, and not in <name type="place" key="Paris">Paris</name>, as indicated on
the title page. The T. F. listed as translator on the title page is the English Jesuit <name
type="person" key="FITT40">Thomas Fitzherbert</name>. In addition to a picture of <name
type="person" key="XAVF52">Francis Xavier</name>, the book contains an engraved map tracing <name
type="person" key="XAVF52">Xavier</name>'s travels, and an engraving captioned "The Death of St.
<name type="person" key="XAVF52">Francis Xavier</name>". This latter engraving was later printed in
<name type="person" key="BOUD@2">D. Bouhours</name>, <ref type="bibl" target="J]L-1688-
KB1-543-376"><hi rend="italic">The Life of St. <name type="person" key="XAVF52">Francisco Xavier</
name>, of the Society of Jesus</hi></ref>, <name type="place" key="London">London</name>, <date
notBefore="1688-01-01" notAfter="1688-12-31">1688</date>. It also seems to have been the inspiration
for the oil painting of the dying <name type="person" key="XAVF52">Xavier</name> which hangs in the
Ges&ugrave; Church in <name type="place" key="Rome">Rome</name>.</p>

<p><name type="person” key="TOR099">Torsellini</name>'s life of <name type="person"
key="XAVF52">Xavier</name>, the first of many biographies of <name type="person”
key="XAVF52">Xavier</name>, was written in the 42nd year after the death of the saint. Since its
first appearance in the 16th century, it has gone through innumerable editions.</p>

<p>Like the Latin original, this translation is also divided into six parts. The first part tells of
<name type="person" key="XAVF52">Xavier</name>'s character, education, encounter with St. <name
type="person" key="LOYIS6">Ignatius Loyola</name>, and of the founding of the Society of Jesus.</p>
<p>The second part tells of his voyage to <name type="place" key="India">India</name> and of his
apostolic work there centered on <name type="place" key="Goa">Goa</name>.</p>

<p>The third part tells of his encounter with <name type="person" key="PAUL@Q">Paulo</name>
(Anjir&omacr; or Yajir&omacr;) in <name type="place" key="Malacca">Malacca</name>, his decision to
go to Japan, and his actual arrival there.</p>

<p>The fourth part is an account of his missionary activities in Japan.</p>

<p>The fifth part tells of his return to <name type="place" key="India">India</name>, his decision
to go to <name type="place" key="China">China</name>, and his death.</p>

<p>The sixth part contains an epilogue and an account of the miracles attributed to <name
type="person" key="XAVF52">Xavier</name>. (<name type="person" key="K0ST@0">Toshiaki Koso</name>)</



Laures Rare Book Database Project & Virtual Library

Part I11: European Works on the Early Missions in Japan to be found in Libraries around the World

Imprints: 1621-1640

|L Prev 1 title(s) | Titles: 112 to 112 of 148 1 Titles per page Next 1 title(s)

JL-1632-KB9-410-272

Title: The admirable life of S. Francis Xavier. Divided into VI. bookes. Written in Latin by
Father Horatius Tursellinus of the Society of Jesus and translated into English by T. F. Printed
at Paris. Anno Dom. M. DC. XXXIL.

Author: Orazio Torsellini

Editor: Thomas Fitzherbert.

Language: English.

Imprint: Paris [i.e. St. Omer]: [English College Press], 1632.

Format: quarto.

Number of Pages: 12 ffnc., 616 pp.

Extant Copies: Kirishitan Bunko, Sophia University =8 K542 X &, KB 525-To69-1
(Tokyo BRI, Japan).
Nagasaki Prefectural Library R R 7B ELE, S2 (Nagasaki &, Japan).
The International Research Center for Japanese Studies EfE B XL E
23—, BX 4700 To 00202653 (Kyoto Z#&B, Japan).

Laures Rare Book Database SIMPLE

Keio University, Mita Media Center BIERBRKEZHAT( T2 —,
120X@257@1 (Tokyo B3, Japan).

Georgetown University, No call number available (DC, USA).

Boston College, OCLC:23849124 (MA, USA).

Harvard University, Houghton Library, C 1211.80.50* (MA, USA).

University of Texas, Austin, Harry Ransom, BX 4700 F8 T6513 1632 (TX,
USA).

Note:

This is the first edition in English of Torsellini's De Vita Francisci Xaverii (1594). It was published by English College Press, at
Saint Omer's in France, and not in Paris, as indicated on the title page. The T. F. listed as translator on the titie page is the English
Jesuit Thomas Fitzherbert. In addition to a picture of Francis Xavier, the book contains an engraved map tracing Xavier's travels,
and an engraving captioned "The Death of St. Francis Xavier". This latter engraving was later printed in D. Bouhours, The Life of
St. Francisco Xavier, of the Society of Jesus , London, 1688. It also seems to have been the inspiration for the oil painting of the
dying Xavier which hangs in the Gesu Church in Rome.

Torsellini's life of Xavier, the first of many biographies of Xavier, was written in the 42nd year after the death of the saint. Since
its first appearance in the 16th century, it has gone through innumerable editions.

Like the Latin original, this translation is also divided into six parts. The first part tells of Xavier's character, education,
encounter with St. Ignatius Loyola, and of the founding of the Society of Jesus.

The second part tells of his voyage to India and of his apostolic work there centered on Goa.
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