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Summary The lives of foreign migrants in Japan recently attracted scholarly
concerns, and attentions has been paid to various aspects of their
lives in Japan — their working conditions, their relations with the
Japanese, immigration policy and legal affairs, international
marriages and problems that their children face, sexual and human
rights abuse, children’s language acquisition, adaptation and
psychological problems and so on.

One aspect which has been rather neglected so far and paid little
attention to is the issue of their religious practice and their relations
with and participation in the Roman Catholic Church in Japan. This
is in spite of the fact that the Catholic Church in Japan, especially in
Kanto area would not be able to continue without the participation of
these non-Japanese migrant Catholics (Filipinos and Brazilians)
living in Japan.

This research project was an attempt to look into the historical
background of non-Japanese Catholic communities (especially
Filipinos and Brazilians) in Japan from 1980s on and elucidated
various problems; social, religious, institutional, cultural,

cross-cultural problems currently found in their religious life.
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The Filipino Catholics in the Tokyo Diocese: Learning their faith,
Living their faith, Sharing their faith

(EF)

Driven by poverty and/or the desire to improve the quality of life to ensure a
brighter future for the family, Filipinos come to Japan. Once in Japan, they
experience a lot of adjustments related to culture, language, working styles and
climate. Uprooted from their own culture, Filipinos are faced with emotional

problems like loneliness and helplessness.
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One of the ways to cope is to find solace and comfort in the church — alone, or
with friends. Not only do they find spiritual refuge and joy in being at home with a
community of the same faith, the church also gives them the opportunity to express
their talents and to be of service, hence increasing their self-worth and brings
about a new meaning to their existence with a stronger sense of identity.

Coming from a predominantly Catholic country, most of the Filipinos come to Japan
with their faith intact. While some learn more about their faith in Japan, others
continue living their faith and have taken the challenge of sharing their faith.
However, the differences in the expression of faith between the Japanese and
Filipinos, the difficulty in integrating into the local church, the language barrier
and lack of programs and structure to support migrants are among the problems

that the Filipino Catholic in Japan need to overcome.
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