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The Evolution of Theories of the Market Society in Cambridge:
Commonality and Diversification*®

In this research we tried to explore social philosophies (or theories
of market society) developed in Cambridge (UK) from the second
half of the 19" to the first half of the 20" century. How did the
Cambridge thinkers grasp and evaluate capitalistic society? This is
the main theme we pursued through this study. Specifically, it was
the purpose of our research to clarify through discussion among the
project members (each of whom has studied specific thinkers in
detail) the theories of market society in Cambridge, the core concepts
there, to what degree these concepts were shared, and to what degree
they are relevant to the present situation of the market society.

Our research is unique in the following ways.

First, we studied the Cambridge social philosophies directly,
examining various primary materials. We are aware of no research as
thorough as ours that has been conducted to clarify these theories of
the market society.

Secondly, we tried to clarify the Cambridge social philosophies
from interdisciplinary points of view. Interdisciplinary research is
especially called for because social philosophies are developed in a
social context. However, at present (for example) the Bloomsbury
Group is left to scholars of English literature, while the Cambridge
philosophies are left to philosophers. We think that these sorts of
divisions should be broken down. We hope that our research might
become a catalyst for a new interdisciplinarianism.

Thirdly, in Cambridge during the period under investigation, a
very high level of commingling was seen among economics,
philosophy, ethics, artistic criticism, (and in the Bloomsbury Group)
literature and paintings. This kind of intellectual holism has almost
disappeared in the present academia. Specialists are content with
“octopus-like” fields, where different branches of the humanities are
conceived of as separate entities. We maintain that a return to “deep
education” is keenly needed today. In our research we tackled the
main theme with this stance in mind.

* The research was published with the same title in July 2009 (Nihon
Keizai Hyouronsha).
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