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Summary The interpretation of the 1960s had been dichotomous as “the era of great
change” or “the era of great disturbance” . Now, focusing on the aspects
of transnational linkage and intergroup negotiations of the sixties
environmental law movements, this project reassess the 1960’ s and secks
to provide a synthetic view of the decade from both a U.S. and global

perspective.
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The presentation is to examine the influence of American environmental
law in Japan. For that purpose, this paper is divided into three parts.
First part examines the emergence of environmental law in the United States
around the year 1970. A historical comparison between American and

Japanese situation around the year 1970 will reveal some contextual
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similarities. Second part draws connections between the emerging public
nuisance issues in the late 1960s Japan with the Japanese legal scholars’

interests in American environmental law. Third part discusses the
establishment of Japan’ s first environmental law school at Sophia
University within the context of globalizing environmental concerns. It
was 1in 1997, almost three decades after the establishment of first
generation American environmental law schools. Finally, the paper
concludes that: (1) for both the US and Japan the year 1970 marked a
historical turning point regarding the emergence of environmental law;
(2) Japanese legal scholars have historically been interested in American
environmental law in order to solve their own public nuisance issues before
and after the year 1970; and (3) the establishment of Japanese
environmental law school per se has been not only slow but also extremely
limited while increasing number of environmental programs in Japanese
universities have been established in such fields as life science,

agricultural science, home economics, and social science.
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