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Summary Regenerative medicine, starting from an organ/tissue transplant, has
developed to stem cell transplantation, and people suffering incurable
diseases are now expecting clinical use of embryonic stem (ES) cells or
induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells.
However, are we not expecting too much for life science and medicine?
Is the “Unbound Prometheus” changing the human being and humanity?
Would the medical industries, which pursue financial profits, take
interests in the rich and neglect the poor in the end?
In short, does advanced bioscience technology really serve “human
dignity” ?

There are many issues to discuss.
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Advancing of medicine has been saving many sick people. Low molecular compounds
provided from knowledge to the plant, for example aspirin, those provided from the
microbiologic knowledge, for example penicillin (antibiotic), and the gene therapies and
the antibody drugs provided from biological knowledge, had been always on the cutting
edges in those days, and the medicines are now conventional. Today, regenerative
medicine, which has been based on experience of organ transplantation and the
knowledge of stem cell biology, is expected as the medical care in future. One of the issues
is human materials including organs, tissues and cells must be procured from human
beings for application to the diseased patients. From my experiences as cardiologist and

researcher, I tell you how researchers have been thinking and acting.
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