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Collider sees tantalizing hint of Higgs

Excess events suggest LHC is homing in on elusive particle.
Geoff Brumfiel

For now, physicists are
only willing to call them
'excess events', but fresh
data from two experiments
at the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) are hinting at
something unusual — and it
could be the most sought-
after particle in all of
physics.

Researchers at the Large Hadron
Collider say they could confirm the
existence of the Higgs boson within a
matter of months.

Both ATLAS and the
Compact Muon Solenoid
(CMS) experiments are
seeing an unusual surplus
of events in a rough mass
range of 130-150
gigaelectronvolts (energy and mass are used interchangeably in
particle physics). The data are far from conclusive, but physicists
believe this could be the first indication of the Higgs particle, believed
to be responsible for the masses of other particles. The results were
presented this afternoon at the Europhysics Conference on High
Energy Physics in Grenoble, France.

Claudia Marcelloni/CERN

Physicists familiar with the experiments urge caution. The new data
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