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Summary A sincere desire to contribute to the welfare and creative progress of the world, as we
share in the hope and suffering of the humanity, based on an acute awareness of the
rapidly changing contemporary society, forms an integral part of the educational
ideals of Sophia University. The Institute of Global Concern has been engaged in
research, conscientization, and practical activities since itsfounding in 2010 (through
the reorganization of the Institute for the Study of Social Justice), with a goal to
build on and renew the traditions of the “Sophia School” that rejects the naive
objectivist tendencies of much of the mainstream social scientific research today by
seeking to uphold the dignity and solidarity of humans in the globalizing world,
standing “with Others.”

This year, the Institute of Global Concern chose “Education with a social dimension”
as its overall theme. We explore the social role of universities in a world dominated
by the logic of corporations and capitalist economy.
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