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Summary Since the 1990s, the rapid progress of globalization has lead to drastic changes in
aspects of poverty as well as the world’'s economic structure. But these changes have
not been beneficial to all. While regions to which today's economic conditions are
advantageous are becoming increasingly prosperous, many regions in developing
countries are becoming poorer. However, the developing world's apparent failure to
benefit is not due to inability. It is due to a single global standard created by the
developed countries. Accordingly, in order to overcome the severe problems that the
poorer regions face, rather than looking for ways to tailor each region to this global
standard, we must utilize the resources and capabilities of a region and achieve
endogenous development. International cooperation should seek to offer assistance
by harnessing the strengths and capabilities of each region.

In this research, | intend to investigate the effectiveness of international
cooperation by local governments as one way of overcoming the issues and limits of
international cooperation which exist in international and government based
assistance institutions. Through using case studies, | will also investigate whether or
not the theoretical consideration can be put into practice. And, by examining the
effectiveness of local governments in endogenous development, | will ascertain the
merits and value of the international cooperation performed in local governments.
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