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Summary This research project was begun with the aim of clarifying the following two issues:
namely, ‘in what way have the monuments of cultural heritage been utilized within
the nations of the world as trademarks of nationalism or links to patriotic education,’
and ‘what are the characteristic features and problems involved in the conservation of
cultural heritage, with regard to recreating a nation’s identity.’

The project led us to the following conclusions: the significance of a cultural
heritage or archeological artifact is not something confined to the past. Rather, it is
suffused with profound political significance. Also, since the 1990’s, in the nations of
Asia, the Middle East and Africa the concept of nationalism has witnessed a vigorous
revival, with local communities strengthening their individual identities as a defense
against globalization. This is the first step in our study, and the process is likely to
extend over several years.
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