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Suzuki Bokushi £5 A% (1770-1842)
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Born and lived in Shiozawa, a rural
pOst tOwWnN (population: 811 in 1755), Echigo
Province

A member of the rural elite
A pawnbroker and landlord (45 - 100 koku)

An amateur haikai poet, painter and
writer

Built great correspondence networks
with urban and provincial literati

Author (with Santo Kyozan) of
Hokuetsu seppu (Snow Country Tales)
published in Edo (Part I, 1837 and Part 11, 1842)



Bokushi’s address books

Kumoi no kari, 1802 —
EHE T

Harimaze byobu kuni tokoro seimei cho, 1822
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o The byobu of collage produced in Autumn of
o T -
e 1 % 1822
;g _fé s o .3 F{ Bokushi of the Shigetsuan
" 53,? J’i ZE] ! 3. OO0 are given to those with whom | met
5 42 A2 jﬁy{ ? ",&}%}3 % face to face.
ft A A v Tl X O are given to those with whom |
; B o3 XA
-8 /%\ t N @ 2 ;5 corresponded by letters.
A vtz s ﬁ
::f:é IZE’ /*;’ —L’ ,$ Sa 44’?’ No marks are given to those whom |
2 ’él}fj ,Il A $ %, o have not yet directly contacted.
%7 ;];c;' W2 =% 7 7 %
ik 2 iyl |
7AW v = ;ﬂ }3% : % On the first panel
I o % PE
g % f/",T f‘} b 25 /K OO Guzen, the 90 years old / calligraphy /
? 9'] é_ 4 A S Kanazawa, Kaga / Retired head priest of the
j% /;? £ /8 A ;’%{ Daij6ji temple
%{ ? , llq % OO Shunji / poem card / Aizu han District
=3 45 }{ 1‘ ' Magistrate / Aizu, Mutsu / Yoshida Hanzo
= , )\ Z
Vi’ .tjﬂ: 7§ { ,5 OO Bakin / poem card / a.k.a. Kyokutei or
P’ ff’ e 7@ ?5 Saryd / Nakazaka shita, Moto lida cho, Edo /
j;i ¥ ,,2:, Jﬁ Takizawa Seiemon
/7;7 :}2( % O Haginoya O / poem card / a.k.a. Oya no
% ' Urazumi / Kanabuki-chd, Edo / Shirakoya
Magozaemon




Bokushi’s communication network —
geographical spread

Number of letters in Bokushi’s letter-collection
and their provinces or cities of origin




Bokushi and Literati in Edo
O OXt#a taigan — meeting face to face

Name (speciality) — occasion of meeting

Kano Baisho JFE7#85E (painting) — Baishd’s trip to ,1783
Sawada Toko iR FH BT (calligraphy) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1788
Shunjian Kido HFFERE (haikai) — Kidd’s trip to , 1810
Suzuki Fuyo £iKR X% (painting) — Fuyd’s trip to , 1812
Jippensha lkku +38&— 1 (prose) — Ikku’s trip to , 1818

Takizawa Bakin ;&R B2 (prose) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1819
Kameda Bosai & HBERT (calligraphy) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1819
Suzuki Michihiko 5 A& Z (haikai) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1819
Ota Nanpo XHEH R ®A (poetry) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1819

Tani Buncho & X 5 (painting) — Bokushi’s trip to Edo, 1819

Teisai Hokuba BE&TdL B (painting) — Hokuba’s trip to , 1820
Santd Kyozan LB IR LU (prose) — Kydzan’s trip to , 1836



Bokushi and Literati in Edo
O3LE buntsu — letter exchange

Name (speciality)(no. of letters collected in ‘Kumoi no kari’)

Ichikawa Danjard V 1)1+ ER (51) (kabuki)(5)

Ishikawa Masamochi &I (kyoka) (4)
Santo Kyoden LUER IR 4% (prose)(3)

Oya no Urazumi XEZE{F (kyoka) (2)
Chidorian Toshun F & RE+t % (haikai) (2)
Onishi Chinnen KPFG#&4F (painting) (2)
Katsushika Hokusai E &Rt & (ukiyoe) (1)
Natsume Seibi 2 B A3 (haikai) (1)
Setchuan Kanrai & R RESE 3K (haikai) (1)
Ichikawa Danjaro VII F+ER (71#) (kabuki) (1)
Utagawa Toyokuni 311 = F (ukiyoe) (1)
Hanaogi fEJR (courtesan) (1)

Shikatsube no Magao E#REREEE
(kyoka) (1)
Ichikawa Beian TR K&
(kanshi) (1)
Hasegawa Settan & JIIE B
(painting) (1)
Kikuchi Gozan Zg;th F |
(kanshi) (1)
Otsuki Bankei RXH#i#&;E
(rangaku) (1)
Kita Busei EZ H5
(painting) (1)
Ota Kinjo X H #7235
(Confucianism) (?)
lwai Hanshiro V & 33 HER
(kabuki) (?)



Crossing the boundary?

e 13 4 Hanadgi of the Ogiya, Yoshiwara,
2 4 ’_-f? v 3 by Utamaro

Kyoden in his own kibyoshi i
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Danjuro 'V,
by Shunei




Literacy training

Daiunji

Bokushi’s education

Aged 8 — 13 (1777-82)

Basic education for reading and writing (F
E V) at Daiunji (KEF)

Textbooks: §JIIHK. BE. X, BEFFE

Aged 16-? (1785 -?)

Learning Chinese poetry from a priest at the
Untoan (Z;RFE) temple, a local intellectual
centre led by the head priest Kaiun 8=
(1738-1827), an Edo-educated intellectual.




To Edo, from Edo

Aged 19 (1788)
First trip to Edo
*Selling local products of Aged 50 (1819)

.;?;:]::e(;cnlggo chijimi) Second trip to Edo
*Visiting Bakin and other
| famous literati and artists
1 *Receiving ear treatment
‘ *Visiting relatives
*Sightseeing
*Writing a haikai travelogue
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*Writing a haikai travelogue ;‘;\\ " '
*Reading books 5 ‘
*Learning calligraphy at
Sawada Toko’s school

{ -

Meeting literati and artists
travelling from Edo to Echigo:

1783 — Kano Baisho 1820 — Teisai Hokuba
1810 — Shunjtan Kido 1826 — Jippensha lkku
1812 — Suzuki Fuyo 1830 — Otsuki Bankei

1818 — Jippensha lkku 1836 — Santo Kyozan



Bokushi’s Meetings with Edo bunjin

Met in Edo

1788 - Sawada Toko R FHER T (calligraphy)
1819 - Takizawa Bakin &R EZ (prose)
1819 - Kameda Bosai 2 HBETT (calligraphy)
1819 - Suzuki Michihiko $$AKEEE (haikai)
1819 - Ota Nanpo X HREF#A (poetry)

1819 - Tani Buncho &3 5 (painting)

1819 - Jippensha lkku +33&— N (prose)

Met in Echigo

1783 - Kano Baisho 37 E#85E (painting)

1810 - Shunjiaan Kido ZFFERE (haikai)

1812 - Suzuki Fuyo 5K E% (painting)

1818 & 1826 - Jippensha Ikku 133 &— A, (prose)
1820 - Teisai Hokuba BERTAL B§ (painting)

1830 - Otsuki Bankei XHHE&;E (medicine)

1836 - Santd Kyozan LUEE L (prose)

Nanpo’s and Bosai’s calligraphy works on byobu

o ¥y =
Kokkei tabigarasu, pub. 1820



Communication over a distance

A haigaku, 1835 — Haikai contest honour board
Haikai networks
e.g. Contest organized by Bokushi in 1800

*Judges: 10 haikai masters in Edo, Kyoto, Osaka, etc.
*Entry: 4,102 verses from Echigo, Musashi, Kozuke,
Shinano, Mutsu, Ise provinces and city of Edo, etc.

Holograph (%i&) collection boom
‘I have now collected letters and cards from around
600 people, including dignitaries and distinguished
priests ' — Bokushi’s letter, 1836 [ 58 [E %% |Bokushi’s holograph collection

Directories of scholars and artists
e.g. " IF HRFFER A A ER J(Who’s who in Edo)
pub. 1815, rev. 1820

Mail system
e.g. 15.4 days on average from the date of Bokushi’s

writing to the date of delivery to Kyozan (18 letters,
1829-1834)




Trends in literature

* Focus on “inaka HE"” as a subject

e.g. Shinra Bansho (aka. Morishima Churyo), Inaka shibai [B&ZE],
pub. 1787; Ikku, Tokaidochu hizakurige [H @& FRE=E], pub. 1802-
14, Zoku hizakurige [#zFR3EE], pub. 1810-22

e Shift from urban witty tales to spectacle narratives:
from sharebonifi¥% 4 /kibyoshi# % # to gokan&#/yomihonzk
e.g. Kyoden, Chushin suikoden [ BEKi#z], pub. 1799; Bakin, Nanso
Satomi hakkenden [FE#2E R /\ X1z, pub. 1814-42

e Popular writers” ambition to do scholarly work: kosho
ZuihitsuZ Ik

e.g. Kyoden, Kottoshi ['EZ £, pub. 1815; Bakin, Gendé hégen [ %R
ME], pub. 1818



Bokushi’s relationships with Edo bunjin

FIURDE BT, SEUECNDEZZDRIR, BELURDENE
DIRFR, MRZURDZ T LT, BELOIWNEZURDHDE,

The supreme is the relatlonship bound by “integrity”; the next type is
one conmnecteo bg “he wordol”; thew comes one bullt on “meals”; the
worst Ls one wmotivated by “wmoney”. You and [ are those connected by
“the word”, arent we? — letter from Bakin to Bokushi, dated 1818/5/17

S ARBZ IR R DB FI TE AN RERD BRI, Tk
B N2 DSOBEREZ 4 A b SR, 5 —4 B2 LoD Y,

Suzuki Bokushi is a rich mawn tn Shioczawa, Echigo, He has been in
contact with me for more thaw forty years, He ts a commoner but
likes writing hatkal and also good at drawing, He is a fame seeker,
though, — letter from Bakin to Tonomura JGsai in Matsusaka, 1837/4/22

EE XE /HE “a bat in a village without binds”

In Bokushi’s ‘final testimony’ &2 |, 1839



