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Summary Summary
Contemporary Islamic regions share problems linked to history, religion, politics,
and economics. The Islamic Area Studies program sponsored by the NIHU (National
Institute for Humanities) commenced in 2006 as a network-type research program. Its
goal was to carry out a comprehensive study of these problems, and Sophia
University was nominated as one of its units. The Center for Islamic Studies was
established in order to promote this research project, and it currently carries out joint
research with other network units, such as Waseda University (which serves as the
headquarters of the program), the University of Tokyo, Kyoto University, and Toyo
Bunko (the Oriental Library). The Center for Islamic Studies is composed of research
groups studying on the theme of “Modern Experiences of Muslims and Their
Networks”, and the topics dealt with are as follows: (1) The Social Roles of Islamic
Movements Dissociated from Political Factions, (2) The Expansion and Development
of Popular Islam, (3) The Realities of the Islamic Networks that Link South-East
Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. Meetings and conferences are periodically held in
order to discuss issues of mutual interest with researchers and students from all over

Japan, and international conferences are organized in collaboration with other units.
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