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Summary This 5-year joint research project on “Islamic Area Studies” at Sophia University is
composed of research groups studying on the theme of “Modern Experiences of
Muslims and Their Networks”, centering on the staff of the Center for Islamic
Studies at Sophia University. We intend to structure this center’s work around three
topics for joint study taken from the main findings of the initial 5-year research
period (2006-2011): “The Social Roles of Islamic Movements Dissociated from
Political Factions”, “The Expansion and Development of Popular Islam”, “The
Realities of the Islamic Networks that Link South-East Asia, the Middle East, and
Africa’.

Since the Modern era, the distinctive characteristics of Islam (its teachings, thought,
culture, etc.) can be said to reside in the breadth of its geographic areas and the depth
of its societies. We believe the driving force therein is not political power as much as
the power of networks of people, objects, and information that center on a populace.
So, taking historical and geographic expansion into account, our main research theme
is an analysis of the dynamism of movements and the various aspects of Islamic
society, culture, and religion that are formed through popul ace-centered networks.
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